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AFFIDAVIT

ETATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF PINELLAS

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority personally appeared JAMES A, AVERY, ML.D.,
who being first duly swom, deposes and sates:

1. That Affient i5 Board Cemified in Intemmal Medicine and Pulmonary Medicine,
privals practice in 2xcess of 15 years, a Fellow in the American College of Physicians, membet of
the Pinellas County Medical Society and tha Ameriean MMedica]l Association, and the authsr of
several scientific and ressarch papers.

2. On February [3, 2000, the undersigned accompanied Robert and Mary Schindler, on
a visit to Theresa Marie Schiave, their daughter at the Palm Gardens Nursing Home in Large, |
Florida [ observed Mrs, Schiavo interact with her pareats, Robert and Mary Schindler, for a period
of approximately thirty (30) minutes. Mo physical cxamination wes pecformed. Mrs. Schisve
sesmed To respond 10 her mother's touch and verbal stimuli. The responses wete basically of ihree
{3) distinet types: a turning of the head toward the stimuli source, a change in facial expression, and

_ puttural noises. Thése responses were \gtarmuiiient, tat is, not occurring with each arempt o |

stimulate. But it seemed that when they did occur they were in direct respense 1o the stinoalus. The
actions of Mrs. Schizvo did not apsesr to be merely reflexive, which is cartainly invonsistent with
the concept of ' persistant vegatative state™, aod were indications of cognitive behavior, eithough i
rs difficuilt to determine the level of eagnitive behavior

i “irs. Schisvo hendled the swallowing of her own seeeetiens of salive withou
difficulty, in 2 normal manper. There was oo dribbling, choking or gagging. This raises th
possibility thet she may be eble to swallow, and ke food and water orally, obviating the need fo
the gravity flow feeding tube. Under the cireumstances, a swallowing study or pudding foo
challenge 15 wamanted.

4, Upon observation, Mrs. Schiavo eppeared to be very comfortable and most definite]

exhibited no signs of pain or distress. In order to make further determinations, a full medic
examination must be made, including a oeuwological examination.
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The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before £= this ¢ H i‘-l:lu.;«" of February, 200
b JAMES A VERY, M.D., who s personally known  or  produs
Mﬂfﬁ 5o as identifieation and who d8id/did not take an oath.
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FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.

HOTARY PUBLIC
e A My Commigsion Expires




